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clergy met at Westminster, summoned by writ
under the great seal, dated the 6th, to decide
whether the King's marriage was valid or not in
the circumstances detailed. The obedient Parlia-
ment, sitting with closed doors, a few days previously
had, by Norfolk's orders, petitioned the King to
solve certain doubts that had been raised about
the marriage, and Henry, ever desirous of pleasing
his faithful lieges, and to set at rest conscientious
scruples, referred the question to his prelates in
Synod for decision.
Anne, two days before this, summoned to Rich-
mond the ambassador of her brother, who came
to her at four o'clock in  the morning ; and she
then sent for the Earl of Rutland, the chief of her
household,  to be present at the interview.    The
King, she said, had sent her a message and asked
for  a reply.    The  effect  of  the message was  to
express doubts as to the validity of their marriage,
and to ask her if she was content to leave the deci-
sion of it to the English clergy.    The poor woman,
much perturbed, had refused to send an  answer
without consideration, and she had then  desired
that  her  brother's  envoy  should  give,   or  at  all
events carry,  the  answer  to the  King,  but this
he  refused to  do; and she in her trouble could
only  appeal  to   Rutland  for  advice.    He  prated
about the " graciousness and virtue " of the King,
and assured her that he would " do nothing but
that should stand by the law of God, and for the
discharge of his conscience and hers, and the quiet-
ness of the realm, and at the suit of all his lords
and commons."    The King was content to refer
the question to the learned and virtuous bishops,